Houston County Commissioners Meeting

September 16, 2014

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Robinson, Walker and Thomson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Purchasing Director Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Human Resource Director Ken Carter, Houston County Attorney Mike Long, Walton and Becky Wood, and Houston County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Robinson led the audience in the Invocation.

SMSgt. Victor DaSilva, United States Air Force (retired) led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his 28 year military career.   He introduced his wife Tina, also an Air Force veteran, and his son Jacob.  Mr. DaSilva immigrated to the U.S. as a child and takes great patriotic pride in serving in the United States Air Force.  He joined the service in 1981 at the age of 17, began his career in the aviation maintenance field and eventually trained to be a flight engineer.  He credits a pilot that he served with for taking him under his wing and investing in his personal and professional development.  Throughout his career he had many duty assignments that took him all over the world including combat missions supporting the invasion of Panama, the first Gulf War, Afghanistan and Iraq.  He retired in 2009 and now helps to train others in the field as a civilian contractor.  He commented that the Middle Georgia community had much deeper roots supporting the military and its mission than at any other base that he has served.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of September 2, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the hire of Ms. Selena English for the position of Judicial Case Manager at the Superior Court at Grade 17-B effective September 22, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the hire of Mr. David Scott for the position of Equipment Operator in the Roads Department at Grade 10-D effective September 30, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the hire of Mr. Tom Hall for the position of County Attorney at a Grade 37-F effective November 11, 2014.  
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Mike Long and commended him for 42 years of service to Houston County and thanked him for both his work ethic and his friendship.

Mr. McMichael present the second reading of a proposed amendment to the Houston County Solid Waste Ordinance, Section 50-20(a) “Disposal of waste building material – Generally”, concerning the control of waste at construction sites that may cause adverse impacts to water quality.  A first reading was held at the September 2nd Commissioners meeting.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 894
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued from Page 893
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson carried unanimously to approve an amendment to the Houston County Solid Waste Ordinance.  The Code of Ordinances, Houston County, Georgia, is hereby amended by deleting Section 50-20(a), and inserting in lieu thereof, the follow new section 50-20(a), which section reads as follows:
Sec. 50-20-(a).  Disposal of waste building material – Generally.

(a) The director shall not be responsible for the collecting or hauling of building material originating from private property preliminary to, during or subsequent to the construction of a new building or alterations or additions to an existing building, or whatever type, or from demolition of existing structures. All construction site operators and/or owners are required to control waste such as discarded building materials, concrete truck washout, chemicals, litter and sanitary waste at construction sites that may cause adverse impacts to water quality.  Such material shall be removed by the owner of the property or by the contractor, and disposed of only at the county landfill.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Cohen Walker/Sutherlin Drive Access Improvements project to McCoy Grading, Inc. of Greenville, GA in the amount of $401,365.14.  This is a 2012 SPLOST funded project.

Chairman Stalnaker explained that this project is for access improvements to the site of the future Central Georgia Technical College’s Health Sciences Building across from their Cohen Walker campus.  The facility will be a $15 million, 100,000 square foot training facility for students in the healthcare field.  A groundbreaking ceremony is to be held on October 1st at 11:00 a.m.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Wimberly Road-Phase 2 Paving project to Everett Dykes Grassing Company of Cochran in the amount of $133,376.25.  This is a SPLOST 2001 funded project.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of nine new 2014 Dodge Charger pursuit vehicles for use in the Patrol Division at $23,589.61 each for a total of $212,306.49; and the purchase of one new 2014 Dodge Charger pursuit vehicle for use at the Detention Facility at $23,541.61.  Total purchase for the ten vehicles is $235,848.10 to be funded from the 2012 SPLOST.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $1,895,755.34.  Mr. McMichael included in his motion four invoices for payment to the State of Georgia DNR – EPD for drinking water fees on the four County water systems totaling $24,740.  The new Water Fund total is $82,045.06 and the amended total for all funds is $1,920,495.34.    
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar commended the Board on the hiring of a full-time County attorney and also thanked Mike Long for his service to the County.

Mr. Ansel Peck, 109 Latham Drive, Warner Robins stated that he felt the County should be more widely recognized for the good work that it does on behalf of the citizens and urged the Board to seek increased media coverage of various events and accomplishments.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
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Mr. Walker remarked that Houston County is a great place to live.

Mr. Thomson remarked that the County is currently engaged with the Middle Georgia Regional Commission developing a long-range strategic plan involving IT upgrades and that a portion of the upgrade would be an update to the County’s website that would hopefully allow us to better disseminate press releases and information to the public.

Mr. McMichael welcomed Tom Hall as the new full-time County Attorney.

Chairman Stalnaker remarked that any accomplishments made by the County government are due to the citizens whose support makes it possible.  He also congratulated Tom Hall and recognized his wife Marsha.

Tom Hall thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve the County as the full-time attorney.  He also thanked Mike Long and Larry O’Neal for their support during his career with the law firm.

Chairman Stalnaker commented on the tragic loss of Monroe County Sheriff’s Deputy Michael Norris and the wounding of Deputy Jeff Wilson.  Visitation for Deputy Norris is 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Thursday at the Georgia Public Safety Training Center in Forsyth.  The funeral is 2:00 p.m. on Friday at the Georgia Public Safety Training Center with internment at Culloden City Cemetery.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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